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[ bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah. He is
One and has no partner and I bear witness that Muhammad is His
Servant and Messenger.

| solemnly pledge that I shall endeavour throughout my life for the
propagation and consolidation of Ahmadiyyat in Islam and shall stand
guard in defence of the institution of Khilafat. I shall not hesitate to
offer any sacrifice in this regard. Moreover, | shall exhort my children
to always remain dedicated and devoted to Khilafat. Insha Allah.
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Editorial

Gambling - A Social and Moral Evil

The gambling business is spreading in Europe but is particularly being widely spread in UK. In the past,
gambling was restricted to particular places and only a few were licensed to run such a business. Lately,
however, this business is being encouraged under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture. The Culture
Secretary has been endeavouring over the last few years to establish large casinos on the pattern of America
and some other European countries, so that people could gamble on a vast scale. People who were aware of
the evil consequences of gambling tried to resist such a move and apparently due to their pressure, permission
was not given to build large casinos. But not for long.

Initially, only a few companies were given gambling licenses, and allowed to install slot machines at
recreational places. This did not result in loss of large sums of money. About twenty years ago, lottery tickets
were introduced, leading up to the launch of the National Lottery by the government. This is a multi-billion
pounds business with punters being lured by the promise of becoming instant millionaires. Now this vice has
been extended to the Internet, so that anyone anywhere can easily gamble to his heart’s content. And the
building of big casinos is now back on the agenda with the Ministry of Culture.

It is surprising that very few people realise that some politicians are determined to destroy morals in the
name of culture. First of all, restrictions on drinking were lifted off and then illicit drugs like cannabis were
declassified; now gambling has been made easily accessible to everybody, even in the privacy of their own
homes. Sagacious people and those linked with law and order and the establishment of peace raised their
concerns but there voice had no impact in the high ministerial chambers.

Addiction to gambling is on the increase and so are the serious consequences. An estimated 50 million
people worldwide visit online gambling sites and they are predominantly young people. It is feared that as a
consequence, this will become a planet of gamblers. Online gambling is a demon which has been released
from the bottle and would be extremely difficult to put back in.

From an economics point of view, gambling is a vain pursuit. Wealth changes hands without providing
any benefit to the nation. In the world of commerce and trade, the exchange of value provides benefit to the
nation on the whole. In gambling on the other hand, the nation does not gain any benefit except for those who
run the business. They are rarely seen going bust. The majority of the participants in gambling suffer at the
expense of only a few, the rest face devastating consequences. Even if a gambler wins, he does so at the
expense of hundreds of thousands of people who suffer utterly.

Gambling has devastating effects on common wisdom, morals and modesty., as gamblers do not hesitate
to put things at stake which an ordinary person would never do. Even if a gambler wins, his instinct 18 to
gamble away the winnings, without hesitating to waste it and neglecting to keep it safe. Not only do they lose
money, they destroy their physical and psychological health, often accompanied by other vices, for example,
indulging in consuming alcohol and smoking cigarettes. Interpersonal relations suffer horrible consequences.
Depression is quite common among gamblers and about 20% of them commit suicide.

For these reasons, the Holy Qur’an advises people to avoid such evils. Allah says in Surah Al-Ma’idah:

“O ye who believe, liquor, gambling, idols and divining errors are but abominations and
satanic devices. So turn wholly away from each one of them, that you may prosper. Satan
desires only to create enmity and hatred between you by means of liquor and gambling and to
keep you back firom remembrance of Allah and from prayers. Will you then desist?” (5:91-92).

(continued on page 14)
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